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Imam Safraz Bacchus is a distinguished faith leader who has 
been serving his community in New York City for over thirteen 
years. He is currently the Imam and scholar in residence at 
Masjid al-Abidin in Queens. NY. Imam Bacchus’ dedicated service 
and his chaplaincy engagements with New York’s diverse faith 
leaders, two prominent hospitals, law enforcement and elected 

ofϐicials has earned him accolades and praise. 
Imam Bacchus serves on the advisory council of the 106 Precinct Imam Bacchus serves on the advisory council of the 106 Precinct 
and is a community partner with the NYPD. He completed the 

citizen 
police academy program and is currently serving as a member of 

the clergy advisory council of the Queen’s District Attorney, Melinda Kataz. Born in Guyana, the clergy advisory council of the Queen’s District Attorney, Melinda Kataz. Born in Guyana, 
Imam Bacchus took an early interest in the study of Islamic law and theology. In 1993 he 
was granted a full scholarship by the Government of Egypt in collaboration with the 
Government of Guyana to study Islamic jurisprudence, Arabic and Theology at the 
prestigious Al-Azhar University in Cairo. Upon the completion of his studies in 2004, Imam 
Bacchus returned to Guyana and joined the Central Islamic Organization of Guyana (CIOG). 
Under the auspices of the CIOG he was assigned the role of a religious educator. He played 
a leading role on a committee working to eradicate poverty and another that was tasked 
with coordinating an orphan care program. Before migrating to the United States in 2013, 
Imam Bacchus became a household name after serving as the host of a weekly television 
program that tackled a range of subjects of vital importance to the citizens of Guyana. In 
2015 Imam Bacchus successfully completed his Master’s degree in Islamic Studies at the 
American Open University in the USA . His ϐinal thesis was- Towards a Faith base 
understanding of environmental Ethics. Upon completing four units of clinical pastoral 
education with Northwell Health, Imam Bacchus took on the role of Chaplaincy with two 
healthcare facilities in Queens, New York.  During the Covid19 outbreak, Imam Safraz healthcare facilities in Queens, New York.  During the Covid19 outbreak, Imam Safraz 
worked tirelessly to provide emotional and spiritual support to the families who lost loved 
ones to the pandemic. Imam Bacchus continues to coordinate the delivery of aid and relief 
supplies to Senegal, Gambia and many others West African Countries as well as in his native 
Guyana. These include school supplies, food hampers and basic amenities to communities 
in West Africa, and Guyana. Imam Bacchus was the recipient of the life-time achievement 
award from the Ofϐice of the President of the United States in 2002  and his contribution to 
his community, particularly his efforts to end gun violence through faith, has earned him 

the recognition of Adrienne Adams, Speaker of the New York City Council.
In February 2024 Imam Safraz was appointed to deliver the innovation for the opening 
session of the New York State Assembly. and also  at the Inauguration of  Kathy Hochul, the 

57 Governor of New York.


